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If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact Student Disability Services 

(678) 717-3855 to make arrangements no later than one week prior to the event. Thank you. 

JOIN THE PEACE CORPS 

Two Opportunities to Learn More! 

INFORMATION TABLE 

Tuesday, November 18 

8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Student Center Commons 

INFORMATION SESSION 

Tuesday, November 18 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Robinson Ballroom A 

Student Center 

Be part of a new generation of leaders making a difference. 
“Peace Corps Volunteers improve the lives of people in 

communities around the world, inform the global perspectives 
of Americans, and turn a life-defining experience into a 

lifetime of opportunity”. 

For more information, contact Career Services at 678-717-3964 or 346 Student Center.  
For Students & Alumni Only. 

Colin Hubbard
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
CWHuBB1296@ung.edu

The Politically Incorrect Club recently brought in Tara 
Overzat of  UNG-Gainesville’s Student Counseling Office 
to address a variety of  mental health problems, including 
stress and the effects of  marijuana use. 

Overzat talked about some of  the key aspects of  mari-
juana use today, especially in young adults.

In a 15-year study in New Zealand, scientists ran tests 
on high school students using marijuana and followed 
them throughout their daily lives for the next 15 years.

The affects they found were that the young adults be-
came dependent on the drug. They were labeled as being 
psychologically addictive, she said.

High school graduation rates were very low, suicide 
rates increased and anxiety levels in the users drastically 
went up, Overzat said.

“The most important find would most likely be that 
marijuana is a gateway drug,” Overzat said.

“Most people that start using marijuana will start using 
more potent and more dangerous drugs.”

Marijuana today is a lot more potent than the mari-
juana in the 1960s. It could be as much as 13 times more 

potent.
“Today you just don’t know exactly what you are get-

ting,” Overzat said.
Overzat noted that a lot of  people in favor of  the legal-

ization of  marijuana state that marijuana use is less dan-
gerous than drinking alcohol.

The difference between the 
two, she said, is what stays in 
your body.

The main drug in mari-
juana is THC. This chemical 
remains in your system up to 
a month after you smoke mari-
juana. Alcohol is out of  your 
system the next day.

Another main reason peo-
ple want marijuana legalized 
is for medical purposes. It has 
been proven that it can benefit 
someone going through a lot 
of  pain or depression, she said.

“If  you are going to treat 
marijuana as medicine, use it 
like you would with any other 
medication,” Overzat said. 

“Don’t abuse it.”
“My overall message to someone using marijuana or 

someone who is considering using it is, will it really benefit 
your life for the best?” Overzat said. “I don’t think it will.”

PI Club speaker cites study against pot use

SMMC here to help students budget
Mary Hamilton Wall
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
MHWALL5034@ung.edu

The Student Money Management 
Center has services available to help 
students learn to budget their money, 
plan for the future, plan for tuition, 
pay off  student loans and build emer-
gency funds.

The offices are currently locat-
ed on the Gainesville campus and 
Dahlonega campus.

The SMMC is staffed by Erick 
Jones. The best way to get in touch is 
through e-mail, smmc@ung.edu.

The center will do personal con-
sultations as well as group workshops 
and class visits. There is no extra cost 
to get help from the SMMC. This is 
covered in your student fees.

One basic tip from the SMMC 

is to make sure 
you have an 
emergency fund.

“We try to 
preach to have 
an emergency 
fund so that 
if  your trans-
mission blows 
up, you don’t 
have to choose 
between trans-
mission and 
tuition,” Jones 
said.

If  no one is 
available when 
you go to the 
office, keep trying, Jones said. The 
SMMC is still building their staff  and 
will be available at all times in the 
near future.

“This is something I am very 
passionate about,” Jones said. “We 
are really looking forward to working 
with students.”
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Jessica Shreve
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
JSHRE2590@ung.edu

The statistics speak for themselves: 
one in every four women will experience 
domestic violence in her lifetime, with an 
estimated 1.3 million victims each year. 
Almost one-third of  female homicide 
victims are killed by an intimate parter, 
and in 70-80 percent of  intimate partner 
homicides — no matter which partner is 
killed — the man was abusing the woman 
before the murder.

The recent media attention on the NFL 
and Ray Rice has brought a new spotlight 
to the issue, sparking discussion nation-
wide.

“I think it’s pretty positive,” said Shan-
non Corda, who works as a shelter advo-

cate for the Partnership Against Domestic 
Violence. “It’s really raising awareness, 
and people are really stepping up and say-
ing, ‘Maybe I need to do something about 
what’s going on’ or ‘I know my friend is 
going through something and I need to 
step up.’”

Experts say it’s important to protect 
and empower victims of  domestic vio-
lence, because in many cases, the issue 
isn’t just physical. There are mental, 
emotional, and financial factors involved 
as well.

“Most of  you are just thinking about 
physical abuse,” said Lindsey Castille, 
president of  the Gender Equality club, 
“but it’s important to keep in mind that 
there is more than one type of  abuse, and 
they are typically intersectional, which 
means that they can be combined in vari-

ous ways.”
These additonal factors often contrib-

ute to a victim’s decision to stay with a 
partner. They may still feel an emotional 
connection to their abuser or believe that 
the abuse is their fault. 

They may also be unable to leave their 
abuser due to financial dependence or a 
fear of  retribution. Statistics show that 
victims are 75 percent more likely to be 
killed if  they leave.

“There’s a huge amount of  danger in 
planning to leave and deciding to leave,” 
Castille said, “because if  they find out 
that you’re planning to leave, you could be 
killed.”

Although many people don’t know how 
to look for them, there can be warning 
signs even while dating. Being able to iden-
tify these can help people to avoid being 

trapped in an abusive relationship.
“Control is a really big thing to look 

for,” Corda said. “If  you’re with someone, 
and he’s telling you who you can hang out 
with, he wants to know when you leave 
class, and what you’re doing after class, 
he’s trying to limit your activities —  any-
thing like that is a big warning sign.”

Even so, many people don’t know how 
to identify these warning signs, and raising 
awareness for the issue as a whole can help 
to educate people and to prevent domestic 
violence from happening in the first place, 
Corda said.

“I think the most important to remem-
ber is just to always reach out for help if  
you’re not sure,” Corda said, adding that 
Gainesville has the Gateway House shelter 
for victims, with a crisis hotline at (770) 
536-5860.

NFL cases bring attention to domestic violence

Angelica Beltran
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
LABELT7891@ung.edu

The University of  North Georgia Gainesville campus 
opened its doors to nonprofit, private and governmen-
tal organizations at the annual Volunteer Fair 2014, on 
Thursday, Sept. 18.

The fair combined almost 50 community organizations 
with a variety of  volunteer opportunities for all students 
who wanted to participate and serve the community.

“Volunteers can be influential in their communities,” 
said the organizer George Danns, a sociology professor at 
UNG. “We encourage our students to serve, to learn, and 
to volunteer”

In the “Year of  engagement,” students were able to 
bring their concerns to many of  the agencies, which 
were equipped with cordial personnel willing to answer 
questions and also provide informative pamphlets. As 
part of  the engagement, UNG invited Flowery Branch 
High School students to participate and to seek volunteer 
opportunities.

According to the organizers, the event’s purpose was to 
mobilize and encourage students to seek opportunities for 
service, learning, internships, and volunteering with the 
participating agencies.

“We teach and prepare our volunteers in all areas of  
interest such as computer data entry, public relations, 

artistic services, etc.,” said Nairika Cornett, a 
coordinator of  The Arts Council SmithGall Arts 
Center in Gainesville.

The incoming students who participated for 
an hour or less in the event received extra credit 
in their classes, and a T-shirt, which helped dis-
tinguish them as volunteers.

Even though the fair successfully welcomed all 
students, some of  them had a different approach, 
according to Ariana Cervantes, a UNG student.

“Student did not understand the meaning of  
the fair,” she said. “They were more concerned 
in getting the T-shirt.”

Cervantes, 19, participates actively as a vol-
unteer for different organizations and recognizes 
the importance of  volunteering.

“I believe students are not interested in partic-
ipating,” she said. “They don’t realize the need 
for volunteering.”

However, many of  the booths were constantly 
encouraging students to participate and be part of  
the difference, by informing them about the immediate 
ways to collectively engage in helping others.

“There are so many things to do and learn,” said 
UNG student Dulce Galvan.

For five years, the Volunteer Fair has played an active 
role in the community by inviting many organizations 
mainly from Hall County. Danns interviewed other orga-

nizations that are waiting to be listed on future fairs.
“We want to accept them all, but we do not have the 

space to have a Volunteer Fair that big,” Danns said.
UNG’s vision of  engagement is crucial to all students, 

he said. Participation and willingness to give back to our 
communities builds character as individuals.

“Volunteering forms leaders, and leadership brings 
opportunities,” Danns said.

Volunteer Fair engaging the community

Photo by Jessica Pace
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James Couey
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
SuCOuE7398@ung.edu

WonderQuest electrified Brenau University’s Pearce Auditori-
um with laughter and interactivity for the audience on its opening 
night of  Sleeping Beauty.

The WonderQuest branch of  Gainesville Theater Alliance 
has been producing plays on the behalf  of  children for 40 years.

“As my first GTA production it has been an honor to be a 
part of  this beautiful production,” said J’Quan Gulley, who plays 
Pebble.

These 40 years of  experience can be seen with the beautiful 
props, costumes and choreography in Sleeping Beauty.

“WonderQuest has its own level of  magic, which nobody 
should ever want to miss,” said Bryant Guire, also known as 
Lucky Toad in the production.

The tale of  Sleeping Beauty is a well-known story, but Gay 
Hammond has out done herself  with the breath taking oriental 
back drop of  the sleeping beauty stage.

The play starts off  with Luck Toad and Pebble tending to a 
beautiful garden when the emperor and empress enter to enjoy 
the garden’s beauty, but the empress is troubled. She wants a child 
to love and care for. Three fairies: Lady Fluttertwig, Lady Mirror-
pool and Lady Hummingbird, over hear her plea for a child and 
decide to help her with their magic.

A year later princess Dawn Blossom is born, and is to receive 

blessings from the three fairies. The emperor and empress how-
ever forget to invite the dark fairy Nightshade, and in her anger 
Nightshade places a curse on the princess. The curse is to take 
place when Dawn Blossom turns 16 years old. She will then prick 
her finger  on a spindle and die. Lady Hummingbird however 
balances the curse with her own magic mak-
ing it so the princess will not die, but will fall a 
sleep until woken by true loves kiss.

Years pass and Dawn Blossom is now 16 
when she meets her prince charming, Prince 
Singing Blade. Shortly after their meeting, 
Singing Blade must head back to his kingdom 
leaving the princess alone to be tricked by the 
fairy Nightshade. The princess pricks her fin-
ger and falls asleep. The fairies, upon discover-
ing Dawn Blossom’s fate, cast a spell to make 
the whole castle sleep until 100 years have 
passed and Nightshade’s magic has weakened. 
The prince hears of  his loves troubles rushes 
back to the castle to save her. Where he battles 
Lady Nightshade’s dragon and awakens the 
princess with a kiss.

This was my first viewing of  a GTA pro-
duction in a long time, and I must admit that I 
loved it. I will also make it a point to see future 
GTA productions.

If  you haven’t attended a GTA production 

yet, it is a must. This rendition of  Sleeping Beauty was a perfect 
example of  that.

“With only 16 days of  rehearsal, and the cast being mainly 
freshman students,” Hammond said, “they have done a great 
job.”

Classic fairytale brings magic to life on stage

Cameras are rolling at UNG’s film club
Breland Mettler
Staff Writer - Gainesville
BMMETT4638@ung.edu

Changes coming for the Student Film 
Association (SFA) will include actually 
producing multiple films from now on.

Professor David Smith is the facilitator 
for the SFA, as well as the instructor for 
some film classes.

“Initially Film Club started over in the 
Student Center,” Smith said, “and then 
a woman’s organization needs a video 
and that’s when it started to become half  
screenings and half  doings for other orga-
nizations on campus.”

In the past the SFA has done more than 
just hold screenings and discussions. They 
have also done other small promotional 

videos for activities and organizations.
“The SFA did a Muddy Duck Dash 

Race video that they’re going to use as a 
promotion for next year’s Muddy Duck 
Dash,” Smith said.

James Cooley is a 
junior on the Gaines-
ville campus, a third 
year SFA student and 
the acting president of  
the organization, and he 
wants more filmmaking.

“It’s mostly been 
screenings,” Cooley 
said. “We made one 
short film in the fall of  2012, it was a 
comedy, and we made it to be entered into 
film festivals.”

The SFA is going to be making a short 

film this year in addition to being open to 
doing promotional videos for other clubs 
and organizations.

“We’re also going to make a short film 
in November,” Cooley 
said.

The student who 
will be directing the 
short film in November 
will be Trey Brandon, a 
senior at the Gainesville 
campus.

“I joined the club 
because James [Cool-
ey] said they would be 

working on some short films… I’m a writ-
er more than anything, and just recently 
I’ve decided to try directing my own stuff,” 
said Brandon. “This way I can see it come 

out the way I want it to come out.”
There are more and more students 

like Brandon, who joined in the goal of  
making films. Christopher Patton is one of  
those students who has joined the club be-
cause of  the new developments. He wants 
to be able to produce and talk about film, 
a common interest, Patton said.

Freshman Regan Craven joined the 
film with the same goal as most other 
students.

“I’m really interested in filmmaking 
and stuff, so I’m really hoping to get some 
experience,” Craven said.

And for these students who have come 
in at a turning point for the club where 
short films and videos will start to be 
made, instead of  just screening films, the 
time to join could not have been better.

“Instead of just 
screening films, the 

time to join could not 
have been better.”

Photo by Vanguard Staff 

 The Sleeping Beauty stage is ready for the show.  
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ParT TiME Work 
GrEaT Pay 

Flexible Schedules
Scholarships Possible
Customer Sales/Service
No Experience Necessary 
all Majors Considered
all ages 18+
Conditions apply
resume Builder (770)409-9774

www.collegeincome.com

“Outlast”-ing the fear at Mount Massive Asylum
Kelly Kucera
KGKuCE6888@ung.edu
Staff  Writer - Gainseville

Many people like to jokingly claim 
that they are crazy. However, not many 
people actually mean that they belong in 
an asylum. Enter the life of  Miles Up-
shur, the main character of  the survival 
horror game, Outlast. He’s not crazy, but 
by the end of  his adventures at Mount 
Massive Asylum, he just might start ques-
tioning his sanity.

Outlast is a psychological horror game 
created by Red Barrels Games. It was re-
leased for PC on September 4th, 2013 
and for Playstation 4 on February 4th, 
2014. In addition to the original game, 
a downloadable content portion called 
Outlast: Whistleblower was released on 
May 6th, 2014.

For the duration of  the game, the 

player explores and interacts with their 
surroundings in the first-person view of  
Miles Upshur, an investigative reporter 
who decides to journey to Mount Mas-
sive Asylum upon receiving a tip via 
email from an unknown sender.

The goal of  the game is to locate files 
that contain patient information and to 
film the happenings at Mount Massive, 
all-the-while trying to escape. Oh, and 
did I mention that the entire asylum is 
teeming full of  crazed and usually violent 
inmates?

Being a survival-type horror game, 
the player has to take great care in their 
enemy encounters. After all, the only 
weapon you have is your camera and 
your wits. That’s right: you have abso-
lutely no weapons. 

In Outlast, enemies are something to 
avoid at all costs. This means that the 
player is constantly feeling as if  they are 

prey being stalked by a predator. No one 
is your friend; everyone is your enemy. 
Well, except for the lockers and beds that 
the player can hide under. Those are 
your bosom buddies.

Will you survive the horrors of  the 
Mount Massive Asylum, or will you go 
crazy trying to escape? The choice is 
yours.

Jessica Shreve
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
JSHRE2590@ung.edu

Members of  the Gaines-
ville Student Government 
Association convened on 
Monday, Sept. 15, to dis-
cuss various issues affecting 
the campus.

One topic raised  was 
the university-wide meeting 
attended by several mem-
bers of  SGA. The meeting 
included three campuses 
and had students involved 
in strength and communi-
ty-building activities.

“I think it was good 
with getting to know each 
other better,” UNG student 
Harrison Beet-Arnold said.

They also discussed 
such issues as plagiarism, as 
well as traffic and parking 

on campus.
“It was nice to get 

different opinions from 
different campuses,” 
SGA Treasurer Katelyn 
Mathews said.

SGA reported that most 
of  the roads surrounding 
campus are county roads. 
UNG is therefore working 
with the county to resolve 
traffic issues.

They also said that solu-
tions may include educat-
ing students on navigating 
the campus, particularly 
regarding the use of  the 
roundabout.

Another subject raised 
at the university-wide 
meeting was the discussion 
of  sports on the Gainesville 
campus. The verdict: They 
might not be in the cam-
pus’s immediate future.

“We probably won’t see 
sports on this campus for 
awhile,” SGA President 
Sean Magee said. “[Sports] 
don’t really last unless 
they’re wanted and there’s 
a culture behind it.”

Members who attend-
ed the SGA meeting also 
discussed the recent Blood 
Drive, which brought in 
a total of  79 completed 
donations, exceeding its 
goal of  35.

SGA encouraged mem-
bers to attend the Lead-
ership Conference, which 
occurred on Saturday, 
Sept. 20. 

The Leadership Con-
ference provided lunch 
and T-shirts for those who 
attended, and presented a 
way for students to learn 
new leadership skills.

SGA discusses traffic

Photo special to gamingprecision.com
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Beginning in the fall of  2015, COM-
PASS testing at UNG Oconee will be 
vastly different than in years past. 

Using longitudinal data, new policies 
such as a Math Placement Index and an 
English Placement Index have been put in 
place. The scores of  the MPI and EPI are 
calculated using applicants’ high school 
GPA and SAT or ACT scores. 

Dede deLaughter, director of  learning 
support at UNG, is enthusiastic about the 
upcoming changes. 

“The greatest predictor of  student 
success during the first year of  college is 
not an ACT or SAT or COMPASS score,” 
deLaughter said. “It is the student’s high 
school GPA.”

In previous years using the COMPASS 

test, students were required to score 40 
or higher in mathematics, 78 or higher in 
reading and 60 or higher on the English 
portion of  the test. The scores were devel-
oped using predictive analytics based on 
multiple test takers at multiple locations. 

This data indicated that a COMPASS 
reading score of  74 is 60 percent predic-
tive of  a student passing English 1101 with 
an A, B or C.  If  a student fell below the 
scoring threshold, they would be placed in 
learning support classes. 

With the new placement methods, stu-
dents who are just below the required MPI 
or EPI levels can now be placed in college 
level classes with built-in labs. In the past, 
students were encouraged to go to labs, 
but it was never a requirement. 

The changes regarding COMPASS 
testing will also mean changes to learning 
support classes offered at UNG Oconee. 
In previous years, students not only had 

to pass the course, 
but advancement also 
hinged on their ability 
to pass a COMPASS 
exit exam. “It can be 
defeating for students,” 
deLaughter said. 
“Sixteen weeks’ worth 
of  work should hold 
more value than a 30- 
minute test.” 

UNG was one of  
the first universities 
in the state to gain an 
exemption from the 
COMPASS exit exam. They provided 
data showing students who earn passing 
grades in learning support courses also do 
well in their collegiate-level courses. 

Instead of  using the archaic placement 
methods of  the past, new and progressive 
ideas have led to these advancements. “I’m 

interested, once we begin using MPI and 
EPI as placement for most students, how 
that will affect the number of  students 
who will have learning support require-
ments,” deLaughter said. “If  students can 
get past having to take learning support 
classes, they can graduate sooner and 
achieve their goals.”

COMPASS changes at Oconee 

Piss off your server 
Ally Richards
AWRICH2125@ung.edu
Staff  Writer – Oconee

Downtown Athens has a rich culture 
throughout its restaurant scene. 

A great way to get in good with the 
local businesses, and make friends with the 
local staff  is to be the best table they could 
ever have!

First, when walking in, seat yourself. 

Servers have certain assigned sections 
that divide tables accordingly, so this will 
surely be a great way to start the process in 
making friends with your server.

After you have made yourself  at home, 
notify the staff  that 20 of  your closest 
friends are on the way. Sure, some people 
will think ahead, and make a reservation, 
but the element of  surprise is key. 

Rachel, a server at Trappeze says, 

Continued on page 11

Photo by Rebekah Kerlin/Vanguard Gainesville

UNG student Angie Bryant is not the only one studying. 



11visit us at ungvanguard.com University of North Georgia Student Newspaper  

Oconee

Hayden Bridges
HnBRId2435@ung.edu
Staff  Writer – Oconee

UNG Oconee students 
have been belittled by UGA 
students in 
social scenes 
throughout 
Athens and 
in social 
media. 

“I totally 
get the vibe 
that UGA 
students 
don’t take 
us serious-
ly,” UNG 
student Josh Gordon said. “You 
just get a feeling that they kind 
of  look down on you, almost to 
a point where it creates a divide 
between us.” 

One UNG student, Chris 
Adams, said, “The girls from 
UGA just want to know what 
fraternity I’m in or what dorm 
I live in. When I tell them that 
I go to UNG, they just kind of  
turn around and quit talking to 
me.” 

“There is no reason for them 
to look down on the students 
here,” Javon Swanigan, anoth-
er UNG student said. “We’ve 
moved to a university now and 
UNG is actually a great school. 

“Most of  my UGA friends 
started out at UNG Oconee and 
they all say it prepped them for 

UGA. Some even say it’s easier 
there [at UGA.]” 

The tension between the 
students is growing on social 
media as well. UNG student 
Josh Berry tweeted about the 

Georgia-South 
Carolina 
football game 
referring to 
UGA as “us.” 

One UGA 
student with 
the Twitter 
username @
kaylatricar-
ico tweeted, 
“Oh when 
did you get 

into UGA?” in a sarcastic retort. 
The tweet was quickly deleted. 

There have been multiple 
instances where students at 
UGA have made snide remarks 
toward UNG students over 
social media.

One former UGA student 
does not seem to think that 
being a UNG student is some-
thing to be frowned upon. James 
Holland, a graduate from the 
Terry College of  Business, said, 
“I think that most of  the peo-
ple that went to the Gainesville 
(now UNG Oconee) campus 
were just not quite prepared for 
the big school atmosphere. 

“I think that most UGA stu-
dents realize that and the ones 
that do look down on them are 
just snobs,” he said. 

UNG students belittled
Continued from page 10

“There’s nothing worse than a large party 
that orders waters and a few appetizers, 
then ends up staying for half  the shift. I 
get that you want a nice meeting place, but 
go to a f***ing park.” Try not to take this 
the wrong way. Rachel could desperately 
use some fresh air with friends. Maybe 
invite Rachel to a day at the park.

When your server comes up to your 
table, make sure you ignore her. When 
you finally do recognize her existence, tell 
her that you are not ready for everyone to 
order, but you have a few friends that are. 
Ordering one person at a time will cause 
her to run back and forth to your table. 
The brisk workout can only benefit her 
and jumpstart her into a healthier lifestyle.

Remember, you are not their only table 
but treating them like you are makes them 
feel special. Highwire server John says, 
“I wish people would understand I am 
their server, not their servant. When tables 
make me run back and forth, I feel like 
they don’t realize I am a human being,” 

There’s nothing more enlightening 

than the feeling one gets when he can 
break out of  his “human” self. Keep this 
in mind, and make John work til he drops!

When all the food has come out, com-
plain as much as possible. Meg, a server 
at The Melting Point says, “People can 
be so relentless and cut throat when they 
complain. Sometimes it makes me want 
to quit on the spot.” Maybe you could be 
that table that pushes her to a newer and 
brighter future! 

The wage for servers in Georgia is 
$2.13. Servers almost only depend on tips, 
which brings us to our final, and most 
important step.

When the bill arrives, mentally recap 
on how much you have worked your serv-
er. After you have successfully reflected, be 
sure to leave a minimal tip, or better yet, 
nothing at all. The comfort and satisfac-
tion in knowing you can pay this months 
rent can lead for a boring and dull life. 

Take this to your advantage, and save 
yourself  a little money. Your server will 
enjoy the excitement of  finding an alterna-
tive way of  making money, and possibly a 
new place to live.

“...Most UGA 
students realize that 

and the ones that do 
look down on them 

are just snobs....”

Photo special to urthebest.us

www.ungvanguard.com



12 visit us at ungvanguard.comUniversity of North Georgia Student Newspaper  

Sports

Benjamin Tankersly
BATAnK4736@ung.edu
Copy Editor-Oconee

Growing up, John Huff  had one dream: to follow in 
the footsteps of  his father and walk on with the UGA 
football team. This past spring, that dream finally came 
true.

“You know, I was kind of  shocked,” Huff  said. “For 
years, I had envisioned seeing my name on the roster. 
It was just really cool to finally see that and look at my 
bio and look at my picture on georgiadogs.com. It was a 
really cool experience.”

Coming out of  high school, Huff ’s football coach had 
talked to smaller schools about potential playing opportu-
nities but ultimately decided to keep working towards his 
goal.

Huff  started at Gainesville State College in the fall 
of  2011. “I wanted to go somewhere that was close to 
home,” Huff  said, “because I love the Athens area, so I 
liked being on the Oconee campus. It was very affordable 
and convenient.”

“My [high school] coach had talked to the University 
of  West Georgia and LaGrange College,” Huff  said, “and 
then my freshman year at GSC Oconee, I was talking to 
Rinehart University about possibly playing football there, 
but I decided that I wanted to hang on to my dream of  
playing at UGA.”

Huff  accumulated a 2.81 GPA in 61 combined credit 
hours between his three semesters at GSC Oconee and 
his one semester as a transient student at Piedmont Col-
lege to get into UGA. “The education at Gainesville was 
really underrated,” Huff  said. “The education I got at 
Gainesville was great.”

Huff  preparing athletically for UGA was a different 
process altogether.

Huff  worked at a gym during his time at GSC Oconee 
to stay in good shape and worked out before and after 
shifts. He also kept up a good cardio routine, running an 
occasional 5K race.

One huge factor that helped Huff  stay in shape was 
his baseball career. “I did play three seasons in the Athens 
Area Men’s Baseball League,” Huff  said, “so I kept up 
with my baseball career after high school, but not colle-
giately.”

The road to making UGA’s football team was not an 
easy one for Huff. In his first semester at UGA, Huff  tried 
out for the football team for the first time. Unfortunately, 
UGA was not doing tryouts for Huff ’s home position of  
linebacker, so Huff  attempted to walk on as a punter.

“I was scheduled to try out on the first day of  classes,” 
Huff  said, “and then I got an email from the coach I had 

been talking to at UGA, Daryl Jones.” Jones told Huff  
that there wasn’t any tryouts for linebacker that season 
but continued tryouts for punters and kickers.

“Now, I’ve never punted or kicked in my life,” Huff  
said, “but I was like, you know what, I’ve got six days until 
this tryout. I’m going to teach myself  how to punt.”

At the tryout, Huff  was given five opportunities to 
punt. “I punted a couple for, like, 35 or 36 yards with a 
decent spiral and a decent hang time,” Huff  said, “but 
that wasn’t good enough to get me on the team.”

This roadblock did not keep Huff  from working to-
wards his lifelong goal. At UGA, there is an in-house rule 
that as long as a student has at least two years of  eligibility 
remaining, that student can still try out for the football 
team. 

“I figured this would be my last shot at it,” Huff  said. 
“Basically, until it was completely impossible, I wanted to 
keep pressing towards that goal.”

Huff  drew a lot of  his inspiration from his family. 
Huff ’s father, Kelly, walked onto the UGA football team 
as a student. Huff  also drew encouragement from his 

grandparents.
They “played a big role in encouraging me, offering 

me support and guiding me through my entire sports 
career,” Huff  said.

Huff  also drew inspiration from a friend and role mod-
el, Candler Cook who also tried out for the football team 
and did not make it at first, but Cook made it eventually.

Inspiration came to Huff  even through his detractors. 
“A lot of  people didn’t think I could do it,” Huff  said. “A 
lot of  people didn’t think I could make it this far.”

All of  this inspiration drove Huff  to keep working 
and come back the next year for his final opportunity to 
complete his lifelong goal.

In his second tryout, Huff  was able to tryout as a 
linebacker.

The tryout process began in June 2014 with summer 
workouts, which came five days a week. Even with all 
of  the preparation Huff  had done, he had experienced 
nothing like this before.

“It’s really intimidating when you first come out there,” 

Former UNG student makes his dream come true

Photo from Huff family
Huff signing autographs for a young fan at UGA picture day

continued on page 13
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Kyle Funderburk
dKFund7829@ung.edu
Sports Editor-Gainesville

A torn anterior cruciate ligament 
usually spells doom for an athlete’s fu-
ture. Many athletes both in college and 
professional sports have felt the short- 
and long-term effects of  the injury.

One soccer player at UNG, though, 
has refused to let the injury ruin his 
career. That player is Malte Krapp, 
a striker from Cologne, Germany. 
Krapp has torn an ACL not once or 
twice but four times since arriving at 
North Georgia in 2011.

“Just an ordinary person would 
have given up,” said Patrice Parris, 
head coach of  the Nighthawks men’s 
soccer team.

“Most people start thinking about 
hanging up the cleats and think there 
is no way to come back from this,” 
Parris said.

“His mind is extremely power-
ful,”Parris said. “With all of  these 
setbacks, he believed that one day that 
he will get back on the field and score 
a goal.”

Krapp came to North Georgia as 
a player with a lot of  potential and a 
knack for scoring goals. However, just 
a few games into his freshman season, 
he suffered his first torn ACL. While 
working his way back to being able to 
play, he tore it again and again and 
again. 

Krapp had to spend all of  the 2012 
and 2013 seasons cheering on his 
teammates from the sideline instead of  
playing on the field with them.

“2013 was the worst to watch,” 
he said. “Sitting on the sideline that 

second year was pretty hard but it 
motivated me.”

He gives much of  the credit of  his 
recovery to his trainer who had him on 
a pretty tight schedule to make sure he 
could return to playing shape. Parris 
echoed that statement.

“Props go out to the training staff  
over the years,” Parris said. “In the 
long run it’s about having to function 
as an adult.” 

All that hard work paid off  in just 
his second game back when Parris de-
cided to substitute Krapp in during the 
second half  against Lees-McRae Col-
lege. A few moments later and 71:15 
minutes into the ball game, he had 
the ball and a shot at the goal. After 
a two-and-a-half-year hiatus from the 
game he finally scored another goal 
for the Nighthawks, this one to break a 
scoreless tie in a game North Georgia 
eventually won 2-0.

He may only be playing at 50 per-
cent right now. He has only appeared 
in six of  the 11 games the Nighthawks 
have played so far. Nonetheless, he has 
come a long way in the past two years, 
physically and mentally.

“Being away was challenging, but it 
made me a better player and person,” 
Krapp said. “Everything happens for 
a reason and I can use this experience 
help me out in the future.”

Parris calls Krapp “an outstanding 
guy and living proof  that the mind is a 
powerful thing. 

“Not sure if  he will ever be at 100 
percent but each day he tries to im-
prove,” he said.

“I don’t know what the chances of  
him coming back were but he definite-
ly beat them,” he said.

UNG soccer player 
returns after four 
ACL surgeries

Huff  said, “because you see these guys that you’ve seen on TV and watched in high 
school. When you come out there on your first day, you don’t feel like you belong.”

Things did not stay that way for Huff  for very long. After making the team, Huff  
started gaining mentors in the locker room.

As it is with most walk-ons, Huff  has started off  on the scout team. He is excited 
about the opportunity, though.

“I love being on the scout team,” Huff  said. “We get to go up against the first team 
every day. I’m competing against starting O-Line, and I’m having to get off  of  their 
blocks. I’m trying to go fit up Todd Gurley and Sony Michel and all these other guys. 
I’m really trying to embrace my role on the team and help us out.”

There are things that Huff  regrets from his time at GSC Oconee. “You don’t always 
want to look forward to the next thing so much that you forget to live in the moment 
and enjoy where you’re at right now,” Huff  said.

Huff  is currently scheduled to be dressed out for the game against Charleston South-
ern and, should UGA meet the requirements, the bowl game. There is also the possibil-
ity that Huff  could get more games where he can dress out, if  he wins scout team player 
of  the week.

continued from page 12
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Men’s soccer has best week of the season
Kyle Funderburk
Sports Editor-Gainesville
dKFund7829@ung.edu

North Georgia (2-7-1, 1-2-0) managed to get their first 
Peach Belt Conference win of  the season October eighth 
against Montevallo. 

While the season as a whole has been tough, the last 
two week has been kind to the Nighthawks. They opened 
the week scoring the most goals they have all season with 
three in a tie with Lenoir-Rhyne. They fell to #22 Francis 
Marion by the score of  0-3 a few days later. The week 
ended with a big 1-0 win over Montevallo.

Sophomore Eric Carrion scored three of  the Night-
hawks four goals of  the past week after being unable to 
score during their first seven games. The other goal was 
scored by sophomore Roldan Reyes against Lenoir-Rhyne 
which was also his first of  the season. Sophomore Matt 
Shaftoe and senior Manuel Hernandez both recorded 
their first assists of  the season during that 7-day span as 
well.

North Georgia hosts conference rival Clayton State 
this Wednesday. They then travel to UNC Pembroke this 
Saturday.

Chris Biddy
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
CSBIdd6124@ung.edu

Last year marked the first season of  the 
Battle of  Blood Mountain rivalry between 
UNG and Young Harris, which ultimately 
landed the trophy here at UNG.

“I thought in its first 
year, the rivalry went really 
well,” said Lee Glenn, 
assistant athletic director at 
UNG.

In the beginning of  
the sports year, the rivalry 
started off  close. 

In the first scored event, 
women’s cross country, 
North Georgia took the 
point placing ahead of  Young Harris in the 
PBC Championship.

Down one to zero, Young Harris’ men’s 
soccer team swept North Georgia in two 
games to tie the season score at one.

Women’s soccer gave North Georgia 
their second lead of  the season series, beat-
ing Young Harris in their only matchup of  
the season, three to two. 

The schools then split their matchups 
in men’s basketball, giving each team half  
of  a point. And women’s basketball gave 
Young Harris another point to the tally, 
beating UNG twice.

Through the first five athletic compe-
titions of  the year, the season total in the 
Battle was all tied up at two and a half  

points each. 
Then UNG went on 

a roll, sweeping the next 
three events: baseball, 
women’s golf  and softball. 
They also won the final 
scored event, women’s ten-
nis. Although Men’s tennis 
did garner Young Harris 
another point for the year.

When it was all said and 
done, North Georgia beat Young Harris 
in the season score for the Battle of  Blood 
Mountain by a total of  six and a half  
points to three and a half  points.

With an impressive trophy to add to an 
even more impressive resume of  achieve-
ment, the Battle of  Blood Mountain 
should continue to heat up as the years go 
by.

Rivalry with Young Harris intensifies

Photo by Rebekah Kerlin/Vanguard-Gainesville
UNG Women’s Soccer: Cicely Taliaferro in action against 
Young Harris.

“When it was all 
said and done, North 
Georgia beat Young 
Harris in the season 

score for the Battle of 
Blood Mountain....”

Photo by Rebekah Kerlin/Vanguard-Gainesville
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Women’s cross country team is rebuilding
dusty Haralson
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
CdHARA2799@ung.edu

The University of  North Georgia women’s cross coun-
try team finished seventh in the Peach Belt Conference in 
the 2013 season. That’s a far cry from where they were 
just three years ago, when the Lady Nighthawks cross 
country program did not even exist.

The cross country team was once a thriving program 
at UNG. At one point, they finished third in the region 
in 2008. Despite that, after the 2009 season, the women’s 
cross country was cut from the university due to financial 
struggles. But in 2012, coach Tom Williams revamped 
the program, brought it back to life, and has made it a 
competitive team. 

Williams was a former coach of  both men’s and 
women’s cross country at Walton County High School. 
Both teams were successful and had 12 appearances at the 
State Championship meet in his last 14 years of  his run 
at Walton. Williams began his tenure at UNG in 2009, 
coaching both men’s and women’s cross country. Only 
the women’s portion of  the cross county program was 

revived. Rebuilding a 
collegiate sports pro-
gram is a tall order.

“I am finding that 
you need to do your 
due diligence by going 
to high school races 
and talking to high 
school coaches and be 
a little lucky to recon-
struct a program,” 
Williams said regarding 
the program’s rebuild. 
Williams added that 
in order to draw new 
athletes to the program, 
it needs to improve 
and continue to be 
successful. 

Eight runners are 
returning to UNG this year. This offseason, Williams has 
brought in three freshmen and a transfer student from the 
University of  Alabama. 

Williams is proud of  the women’s success in the class-
room and on the running course. The team has a bright 
future, he said. 

Special to the Vanguard
The 2014 Nighthawks cross country women’s team is poised for success

Upgrades on the horizon for Gainesville’s fitness center
John Amofah
Staff  Writer-Gainesville
JAMOF1965@ung.edu

Despite a facelift completed in the 
spring, updates are still on the horizon 
for the Hugh Mills Physical Education 
Center at the UNG Gainesville campus.

The complex will receive enhance-
ments for students and faculty members. 
More weights, bigger locker rooms, and 
additions to the training field are the fo-
cal points of  the renovation that should 
take place during summer 2015.

With the facelift, UNG hopes to pro-
vide more space for students to operate 
and with the school growing at a rapid 
pace the upgrade is much needed. 

Each semester the rise in attendance 
affects some of  the dynamics on cam-
pus. First it was parking, and now it’s the 
gym. With more people wanting to be in 
better shape the expansion makes sense 
for its students so that everyone can get 
an equal workout.  The UNG Health 

and Wellness department believes this 
would be a big boost to the develop-
ment of  future activities on the campus 
and improve current activities. 

The renovations will also add to 
the intramural sports program on the 
Gainesville campus.

“Waiting to use a machine to do a 
exercise will no longer be a problem,” 
said Dat Nguyen, an accounting major 
at UNG.

“Every time I come to the gym it’s 
always packed and I have to wait,” he 
said. 

The renovations look to expand 
its fitness area as more machines and 
weights are on the horizon, which 
means availability of  gym equipment 
will not be a problem anymore.

As UNG steadily grows the Hugh 
Mills fitness center will have to as well. 
Plans are being put in place to make 
sure the gym stays in touch with a 
growing student body on the Gaines-
ville campus.

Photo by Ishmael Hollis/Vanguard-Gainesville
Students working out in the recently renovated weight room
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Colin’s Backside

Colin Ochs
news Editor-Gainesville
CTOCHS4561@ung.edu

Let me start off  by saying that I am 
not a smoker, nor have I ever been a 
smoker. With that being said, I think the 
way we are treating smokers nowadays 
is downright criminal. This new anti-to-
bacco policy that the Board of  Regents 
has enacted for all public universities in 
the state of  Georgia is a clear violation 
of  human rights and should be treated 
as such.

Who am I to tell someone whether 
or not they can smoke? It’s none of  my 
business. It is their right as an American 
to be able to choose what kind of  carcin-
ogens they want to put in their body.

Not only do I think this new policy 
goes too far, I think the old one was 
already too far. Of  course students 
should be allowed to smoke in their own 
cars. That should be a given. It’ll hurt 
the resale value but that is their choice. 
Instead, I think we should adopt a new 
policy stating that as long as someone is 
outdoors, they can smoke.

I say this because if  people started 
smoking indoors, the school would smell 
like a dive bar, and that is something I 
would like to avoid if  possible. 

If  it is outside, though, then what’s 
the harm? A depleted ozone layer? I’m 
pretty sure we’ve already gotten rid of  
that thing. Secondhand smoke? The 
wind shall disperse of  that. But what if  
it’s not windy? Then don’t stand next to 
the damn smoker.

The Board of  Regents must be afraid 
that if  they allow smokers to smoke 
wherever they want then they’ll start 

wearing their black leather jackets, greas-
ing up their hair and blowing smoke 
in everyone’s face whilst yelling, “Aye! 
Forget about it.”

Hate to break it to you, but smokers 
are some of  the nicest people you will 
ever meet. They are very polite about 
when and where they smoke. Even in 
their own home or car, they will ask if  it 
is OK for them to smoke.

We all need to stop discriminating 
against smokers. They are human beings 
and deserve the same amount of  respect 
as you or I. If  they don’t want to live till 
they’re 90-something years old then that 

is their choice and I respect it. Who the 
hell wants to be 90 anyway?

Today’s society has a bad habit of  
demonizing smoking and smokers. We 
feel it is somehow our responsibility 
to tell people that smoking is bad for 
them, like they don’t already know. 
Leave smokers alone. Let them live 
their short lives in peace.

Tobacco was so crucial in the found-
ing of  this country that it is a wonder 
as to how we could ever discriminate 
against it. Without tobacco, there 
would be no United States of  America.

The revenue generated by the 
export of  tobacco kept the Jamestown 
colony from failing. Since England 
found no gold in the United States 
like Spain did in South America and 
Mexico, they may very well have given 
up colonizing the Americas if  not for 
tobacco. This would have left Spain 
as the primary colonizing force and 
what is now the United States would 
be nothing more than an extension of  
Mexico.

Without tobacco the U.S. would be 
Mexico and I don’t want to be Mexico. 
Do you want to be Mexico? Some of  
my best friends are Mexican, but let’s 
be honest here, Mexico doesn’t even 
want to be Mexico with all the political 
corruption. Tobacco, we are forever in 
your debt for saving us from becoming 
Mexico.

So the next time you are looking up 
at that American flag, you better thank 
tobacco. 

And if  you see someone smoking, 
don’t think about the cancer he or she is 
sure to receive, think about the freedom 
that each puff  brings.

Smoke’em if you got’em

Photo by Angelica Beltran/Vanguard Gainesville


