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Mariela: Alright Mrs. Ruth so before we get started I have to ask you. Um, is it okay that we record our conversation?
Ruth: Yes it is.
Mariela: Okay, so I want to begin by asking you how are you feeling today? I know last week you mentioned that it was a bit of a challenge getting through the week. Uh are thing a little bit better now
Chuckles
Ruth: uhh yeah I guess so, yeah I am good
Mariela: Taking it a little bit further rather than asking just how you are. How are you feeling, let's say emotionally and mentally?
Ruth: Well I was just sharing with you that um I was able to connect somebody with um Georgia Legal Aid. And Georgia Legal Aid was able to accept their case and there was a question about that so I am feeling great because my favorite thing in the world is to connect people with resources and um so that's a great thing. I can help but if someone needs legal help they really need legal help not me. 
Mariela: So what would you say would be something aside of that, that made you smile this week? Was there something in particular that made you smile?
Ruth: Oh lots of things really. Um we started a new study on Contemplative Christian Practices at our church and we had a really good first session a week from last night. And then one of the women wanted to have it at her house and so we had it at her house and suddenly I got there and there ended up being like twelve people there. These are people who really want to know God. They are very smart people who have big questions about God and we just had a beautiful time. People were feeling comfortable asking questions and um looking at um who God is in terms of the trinity. It was just an expansive kind of study so what makes me happy is when people really want to know God and they are not afraid to ask big questions. Sometimes I think in the church we just kind of get in a little ret and sometimes people don’t want to ask big questions. They do not want to hear anything that questions what they’ve always thought about God, but God is big and we are always learning. So when I am part of that, which just makes me extremely happy. 
Mariela: And that is amazing you know that you are willing to share your knowledge with others.
Ruth: I am willing to share my questions too. I don’t have all the answers.
Chuckles
Mariela: It is a learning process for you as well as for them 
Ruth: Yup
Mariela: So now um going in a little deeper. What would you say are some of the happiest times of your life? There's probably so many!
Chuckles
Ruth: Well, um oh wow. I mean just off the top of my head certainly um having children. The birth itself is such a miracle and then raising children although it can be very challenging it can also be incredible. And then seeing your children um grow to be thoughtful, deep in their faith. My children both ask good questions and they try to surround themselves with people that want to know God and serve God so that is lovely. And then I just get the biggest um fulfilment really if you ask me one aspect of my ministry would be the Promising Futures Program. Um just seeing kind of light bulbs go off with kids and for kids to begin to understand just how significant they are and how loved by God they are and how God can give them wisdom and grit. I mean they have got to step up into grit so that they can become the unique, wonderful, growing individuals that they are. So then you know, you work with different kids and then I have always enjoyed really working with you but then we lost touch and then suddenly you are back telling me, “ I'm in my senior year” and I am like oh my gosh you talk about grit.
Chuckles
Mariela: And I am telling you, great people like you guys we don’t forget. I don't think we can ever thank you enough. Being a part of the program um Family Promise was an amazing opportunity. Like I have told you before while you guys might not see the results then, in the long run we come back. I tell you all the time. We still think about you and it is amazing the impact. It's like you guys believed in us and sometimes I think that is something we need.
Ruth: Absolutely! Everybody needs that. 
Ruth: I remember it was actually somebody's cousin that I met one time and he wasn’t exactly in Promising Future. He was older and in college at that time uh but when I was talking to him about just kind of his pathway. He looked at me and talked about the difficulty of coming here from Mexico and he said, you wouldn’t believe how little people expected of me. This was even before your time when there weren’t that many Hispanic students in the schools. People didn’t really have teachers and counselors who they could really relate to. So a lot of times I think that if they didn’t have great English skills they just got placed.
Mariela: it created another barrier that they had to overcome.
Ruth: Yes, but I think the saddest thing in the world is for children or adults to be surrounded by people that don’t expect much of them. So um that is so fulfilling to me. That is the good news of the gospel really that I don't care who you are, what color you are, or anything about you, or if you’re disabled or whatever. You are still this exquisite child of God that has tremendous gifts and abilities if you can get a little bit of encouragement. So anyway I don't know anyway I don't really remember what your question was 
Chuckles:
Mariela: No, that is great I see. Um what would you say um helped your faith? By the way that you speak and um the way that you express yourself I can tell that your faith is very strong and it has always been since you know we’ve known you. Um what would you say has helped you along the way?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ruth: Well if you had known me from birth it hasn’t always been strong. Actually when I was in high school just beginning high school I went to a Christian School with a big cross on the side of the building. They did not admit Martin Luther King Jr's children and that was because we did not have any Blacks and um I was young and that was a segregated time in Atlanta where I grew up. I went to church three times a week because that's what my family did but I was not like some extraordinary Christian person but that just really turned me off to the church because I thought how can we be a quote “Christian” school and say that we believe in this God and yet just categorically say no you can’t come to our school. I really rejected Christianity and at the time I was in high school we were reading existentialist writers and French and all and I just said that makes much more sense. It really wasn’t till I was in college and it was just a really challenging time for my family both financially and physically. My mother was very sick and I had to re-examine what I believe in so I thought maybe I just have not grasped Christianity. I started visiting some churches and fortunately God put me together with some other young people that were really, really seeking God. I mean not just playing church or whatever. I was just very privileged to be part of bible study and stuff that showed me yeah the church is made up of human beings. It is imperfect in many ways.
Mariela: Oh yeah.
Ruth: There is a saying that says if you find the perfect church don’t join it because then it won't be perfect
Chuckles
Ruth: So anyway, yes my faith is very strong but what I found and this is what I tell other people. Um your character and your faith. It would be nice if there was just this magic wand and you know you received wonderful faith, strength, and character. Truth is it is really developed through hardships and so um I do have an extremely strong faith but it is because I have an extremely strong God who has really proven God’s self to be you know worthy, loving, and trustworthy. 
Mariela: That is amazing, it really is,
Ruth: It is important for me that people that I teach or lead understand that  being a Christian is not about being a little I don't know other worldly kinds of things. 
Mariela: And like you say, we are all imperfect at the end of the day so it's like we come here because we are imperfect.
Ruth: Exactly, yeah.
Mariela: Thank you so much Mrs. Ruth. 
Ruth: You’re welcome.  
